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In the Interest of Security                     A note from  Rev. Thom Lamb 

Over the past year the Session has been exploring the security and safety needs of our congregation.  In the wake of 
increased incidents of violence in churches, it became apparent that we needed to be up to speed with a plan in the 
event of health emergencies, the possibility of a domestic dispute and the relatively low risk of an active shooter on the 
grounds.   The Session charged the Properties Committee with taking the lead on doing a safety assessment.   
 

Under the leadership of Elders Tommy Smith and Stan Simons a small group conducted a through study involving the 
Temple Police department.  Several weaknesses were identified, and we began the process of updating our security 
preparedness during the most vulnerable hours of worship on Sunday mornings, and the plan began to take shape. 
 

The first action was to install security cameras at all the entrances to the church, with one wide camera focused on the 
pavilion.  These cameras are currently monitored in the office workroom and we anticipate within the next few weeks 
to have mobile capability to monitor from our cell phones for elders, staff and volunteer safety teams.  
 

The second action was to install security doors in the nursery.  We now have the capability of locking down the nursery 
to keep our precious children and their caregivers safe.  In addition, our Director Children’s Ministries, Chelsea Stern 
has revamped our child safety procedures which include a sign in/out procedure for children in the nursery and toddler 
area. 
 

The third item was to explore the possibility of a uniformed police office on site from 8:00 am – 12:30 pm.  After a long, 
thoughtful and important discussion.  The Session has voted to move forward and hire a Temple Police officer during 
Sunday morning.  I must admit, that at first, I was reluctant to agree with this proposal.  The thought of having that kind 
of presence in the church was somewhat daunting.  After attending a workshop at the Mo Ranch Men’s  
conference, it became clear that this was the best option for us in an increasingly volatile world.   The Session  
understands there are mixed feelings about this kind of presence, but short of trying to coordinate a volunteer safety 
group, the Session determined that the safety of our congregation is important enough for us to be proactive.  The 
safety of our church family is our primary concern. 
 

Before we implement this last measure, we will be holding an informational meeting on Sunday, June 16th at 10:00 AM 
in fellowship Hall.  It will be an opportunity for you to engage with the elders from the Session and the Property  
Committee, and to raise your concerns. 
 

Please know that the Session will continue to evaluate our safety procedures as we move forward.  

If you have photos that have been taken within a one year time 
frame of events and ministries that have taken place at GPC, 

   please email them to  office@gpctemple.org.  In the future, if 
     you could take photos (preferably with a digital camera), 

        please do so and send to us.  These can be used for social 
media (website, Facebook, advertising for events, etc). 

Thank you!  

——-PHOTOS NEEDED! —— 



VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Summer is here and regular school's  
not in session, but now is the time to  
sign up for Backpack Buddies, a  
program that provides backpacks  
filled with school supplies for   
disadvantaged children in our community. 
Getting started is simple: all you need to do is 
make a check to GPC in the amount of $40.00 
per child, and when you do, be sure to  
designate "Backpack Buddies" on the memo 
line. Checks can be mailed , placed in the offer-
ing, or brought to the church office. 
 Just keep in mind that we need the funds avail-
able by the end of June, preferably sooner, since 
it takes time and effort to bring this project  
together.  Our goal this year is to sponsor 80 or 
more backpacks, and any amount towards this 
ministry will be greatly appreciated. Please join 
us in providing a child with the tools they will 
need to become an asset to their  community.   
   

      
   

We have Women Circle Groups that  are open 
to all members of the church.  Tuesday Morning 
Circle meets the second Tuesday of each month 
in individuals homes at 9:30 am. For information 
on this group, contact Pat Wurster  (Chairman) 
at 254. 771.0220. The Evening Circle meets in 
the church Conference Room the first Tuesday 
of each month at 7 pm.  For information on this 
group contact Julie Benner (Chairman) at 
254.228.3252. The Jennie Shull Circle meets the 
third Thursday of each month in the church 
Conference Room at noon.  For information on 
this group, contact Patti Smith (Chairman) at 
254.541.6127 or Ann Edmondson (Vice Chair) at 
254.217.2901.  

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

2019 GPC SESSION MEMBERS 

GRACE NOTES  |  JUNE 2019 

Volunteers Needed!  Sometimes there comes a  
need to have office volunteers to help in various  
ways.  This could be substituting  by answering  
phones when vacations or illnesses occur; folding/ 
stuffing bulletins and newsletters, or even preparing  
special mailings.  If this is something that you may be  
interested in, please email Sharon at sharon@gpctemple.org or 
call 254.773.2134. Volunteers are the best!  
 

                     Meals on Wheels Help!  
                            MOW can use drivers.  If you are interested in 
                            being a driver, please contact Eric Jezek  at  
                         254.913.2728 or the church office.  

I CONFESS that I have a very long, fruitful track record with God, 
yet I continue to succumb to the temptation of magical  
thinking—that if I worry enough, God will surely know and  
understand, and produce the desired outcome. When I engage in 
this type of magical thinking, my focus is upon myself, my  
situation, possible disastrous outcomes… anywhere but upon  
Jesus, who tells all of us, “Come to me, all you that are weary and 
are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30).   
 

It seems like an offer that is too good to be true.  I know it is not. I 
know that the times I have firmly placed myself in Jesus’ loving 
arms, life has become so much more that my limited vision can 
imagine.  
 

May we journey together, as we discover and rediscover the 
depth of Jesus’ incredible love.  Leaving our troubles behind,  
focusing upon God in Jesus the Christ, let us walk straight away 
into Jesus’ capable arms. May God bless us all.  
 

With peace, grace, and love,  

Rev. Linda Norris 

Parish Associate 

WALK TO JESUS... 

Class of 2019:  
Ann Edmondson; Lara Miller; Tommy Smith; 
Chris Stern 
 

Class of 2020: 
Caitlin Hyer; Ken Johnson; Sandy Mason; Stan 
Simons 
 

Class of 2021: 
Kevin Cushman; Daniel Quinn; Janice Smith; 
Tom Stringfellow; Cassie Vorbach 

 
 
Interested in being a Liturgist in worship? All liturgists are given a 
script to practice ahead of time, and read a scripture and multiple 
prayers during worship. People of any age can be a liturgist. If 
you’re interested, please sign up on the sheet in the back of the 
sanctuary.  

LITURGISTS NEEDED 



Grace Presbyterian Church Staff: 
 

Rev. Thom Lamb 
Pastor 
Thom@gpctemple.org 
 
Rev. Linda Norris 
Parish Associate 
quillnrev@gmail.com 
 
Donna Bowling 
Pastoral Assistant 
dc.bowling2003@gmail.com 
 
Chelsea Stern 
Director of Music/Children’s Ministry 
chelsealstern@yahoo.com 
 
Brian Tanaka 
Music Associate/Organist 
brian.tanaka@gmail.com 
 
Maddison Edds 
Pastoral Assistant for Youth Ministry 
maddison.edds@gmail.com 
 
Sharon Ellis 
Administrative Assistant 
sharon@gpctemple.org 
 
Melissa Ingriola 
Accounting Manager 
mingriola@hotmail.com 
 
Jane Nance 
Child Care Coordinator 
janenance@gmail.com 
 
Adele Parker 
Sexton 
office@gpctemple.org 
 
Grace Presbyterian Church 
2401 S. 57th Street 
Temple, TX  76504 
 
Phone: 254.773.2134 
www.gpctemple.org 

 
 

 
       The Missions Team invites everyone to a dinner  
  Sunday, June 9, at 5:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
 We would like to update you on the Family Promise 
         program and inform you on how you can become 
    involved.  Please respond by text or phone to Martha 
                                                      Tabarlet at  254.931.0373.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Living Waters team who attended Clean Water University in April will be 
giving a presentation during the 5th Sunday (June 30th) 
lunch (see Fellowship section). All are encouraged to listen 
to upcoming plans and  to get a better understanding of this 
mission.  
 
 

Help Needed! Fundraisers are In order to do a water  
instillation in Guatemala this year. One idea is to have a City
-Wide Chili Cook-off this fall. We need someone who is  
familiar with chili cook-offs to help us plan/organize. If you have experience, 
or know someone who would be interested in helping, please contact Sandy 
Mason at beltonsandy@outlook.com (254.493.1472) or email Janice Smith at 
jmksmith5@gmail.com (409.771.0072). 

MISSIONS MINISTRY  

LIVING WATERS  

 GRACE NOTES  |  JUNE 2019 

YOU’RE 

           The Mission Committee is pleased to  
      report that $3,745.00 was received during  
         the One Great Hour of Sharing special  
 mission offering during the month . This is a  
      very important and worthy mission  
                  project. Thanks to all 
               of you who contributed! 

Prayers for those going on Mission to Corpus Christi for Hurricane Harvey 

relief and for those below... 

Elizabeth Cagnon, Pat Fuller (Adele Parker’s sister), Allison Dickson, Stephen 

Simons, Stephanie Lambert (friend of Marilyn Burres), Dorla McLaughlin, 

Gene Schwartz, Margaret Priest, Bobby and Bonnie Martin Bulls, Cecil and 

Mary Alice                             Wall, Margo (Bierwirth) Wyatt, Heather Gosney) 

                                                 Royal, Tomma Brown (Bonnie Woodard’s  

                                                  daughter), Chuck and Lida Boland, Chris  

                                                      Prisinzano and Carrie Enloe (friends of the  

                                             Masons), Paul  Bolton, Maria Padilla (Nelly Padilla’s 

                                         sister); Jean Black. 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

mailto:beltonsandy@outlook.com
mailto:jmksmith5@gmail.com


Parent’s Night Out - The next PNO is Fri, Jun 14 
from 6—9 pm.  This is free childcare provided by 
our church nursery staff for children of church 
members who are 6 weeks thru 5th grade.  
Please register to Sharon in the church office by 
Thurs, Jun 13 to reserve your space.  
 
 
Chancel Choir and Handbell Ensemble are now 
on summer break.  Rehearsals will resume after 
Labor Day.  Musicians of our congregation and 
guest will provide special music in worship during 
the summer months.  
 
 
June Schedule:  
Jun 2-9 • Mission Trip to the Gulf 
Jun 9 • No Youth 
Jun 16 • Regular Meeting  • 5-7 pm • Annex 
Jun 23 • Regular Meeting  • 5-7 pm • Annex 
Jun 30 • Regular Meeting • 5-7 pm • Annex 
 

Upcoming Events: 
June 2-9 • Church Mission Trip •  Mission Trip to 

the Gulf that will continue aid for those affected 
by Hurricane Harvey  
 

GenOn High School Conference is July 13-20  

For more information, you can go to the website: 
https://www.genonministries.org/pages/what-
are-youth-summits-2 
 

 
 

There will be a 5th Sunday 
Fellowship on June 30!  

Worship Services will be 
combined into one 10 am 
worship service, followed 
by a meal in the Fellowship 
Hall • The theme is 4th of July Picnic (indoors) • Hot dogs will be 
provided by the Membership Committee • All are asked to bring a 
side dish or dessert to share •  We invite each family to bring a 

                         cross to hang on the cross wall in the Fellowship Hall  
                       These crosses will be hung along with the crosses  
                 brought over from First Presbyterian Church Temple 
                Mark your calendars for this fun fellowship!  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

MUSIC MINISTRY 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

FELLOWSHIP 

 GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH    2401 S 57TH STREET    TEMPLE, TX  76504    254.773.2134    GPCTEMPLE.ORG 

 
 
To alleviate overcrowding and congestion in our Main Parking 
Lot, Church members are requested to support the following 
guidelines for Sunday Service Parking. 
 
First, if parking is unavailable in our Main Lot, please use the Gym
-X parking lot.  Voluntary use of the Gym-X Lot by members  
without small children should provide more spaces in our Main 
Parking Lot for limited mobility members and guests.  
 
Second is the need to provide additional reserved parking for our 
physically handicapped members and guests.  Accordingly, one 
new Handicap Space and three new Limited Mobility Parking 
Spaces will be designated in our Main Parking Lot to increase the 
total number of reserved parking spaces from seven to eleven.  
Our contractor plans to complete this in two weeks, hopefully 
prior to our Sunday Services on June 9th.   
 
Third, is the need for everyone to use the following parking  
etiquette for Handicap and Limited Mobility.  Priority for our ADA 
Handicap spaces should be for persons with wheelchairs, walkers 
and canes.  Other limited mobility persons should use the new 
Reserved Spaces on the second row across from the Narthex  
Canopy entrance.  Also, Handicap-marked vehicles with no  
Handicap occupants SHOULD NOT park in our Handicap or  
Limited Mobility Spaces.  
 
Everyone’s cooperation with the above guidelines would be  
appreciated.  Please contact Property Committee 
Elders Stan  Simons or Tommy Smith if you have 
any questions or concerns.  

GPC PARKING FOR SUNDAY SERVICES 

 
 Film Camp (Beltonian Theatre—6/10-14) 
 The Lion King, Jr (Temple CAC—6/28-29) 
 Bell County Comic Con (Belton Expo-8/3-4) 
 Central Texas State Fair (Belton Expo—8/29-9/1 
 Natural Bridge Caverns (San Antonio) 
 Six Flags Fiesta Texas  (San Antonio) 
 Kemah Boardwalk (Houston) 
 Space Center (Houston) 
 July 4th Parade  & PRCA Rodeo (Belton) 
 Lake Travis (Leander) 
 Jacob’s Well ( 
 National Butterfly Center (Mission) 
 Children’s Museum of Houston 
 Austin Nature and Science Center 
 Dinosaur World (Glen Rose) 
 Lady Bird Park (Austin) 



 
 

Birthdays 
6/1 Roger Swaim 
 Luke Testroet 
 Wendy Wright 
6/3 Terri Garmer 
 Daniel Johnson 
6/4 Catherine Beimer 
 Debbie Englund 
 Amanda Turner 
6/6 Mike Englund 
6/7 Sheri Klepac 
 Prisca Rabarisoamihomo 
 Barbara Ward 
6/9 Andrine Mwaura 
 Tom Stringfellow 
6/12 Linda Eskelin 
6/14 Kirk Kirkley 
6/17 Bruce Vineyard 
6/18 Pat Wurster 
6/19 Chuck Boland 
6/20 Helen Mann 
6/21 Brandon Namphong 
 Laura Stenman 
6/25 Carolyn Jackson 
6/26 Bob Hughes 
6/27 Jean Black 
 Juana Mari Ethridge 
 Margaret Wright 
6/29 Mike Petty 
6/30 Laura Gerdes 
 Madeline Keyser 
 Natasha Tolleson 

Anniversaries 
6/6 Art/Maura Ortiz 
6/8 Pat/June Church 
6/10 Daniel/Renee Quinn 
6/12 Bob/Sara Shull 
6/13 Stacey/Linda Eskelin 
              Thong/Lomnhen Namphong 
6/14 Kirk/Doris Kirkley 
             Bill/Lynda Stokes 
6/15 Vance/Heather Royal 
6/16 Doug/Ann Edmondson 
             Richard/Natasha Tolleson 
6/18 Louis/Jean Graham 
 David/Sarah Nickerson 
6/20 Dave/Sharon Tullis 
6/22  Doug/Terri Garmer 
 Clarence/Sandy Mason 
6/24 Cliff/Diana Mayes 
 Randy/Patti Smith 
6/26 Bobby/Bonnie Woodard 
6/30 Chris/Chelsea Stern 

  JUNE CELEBRATIONS                                                                       DEACONS CORNER 
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Last month, we asked the congregation and community to prayerfully  
consider helping in one (or many) of the Deacons’ ministries in the following 
weeks.  Some of the programs under the Deacon umbrella are the following: 
Friends as Family Meals, Communion Preparation, Prime Time Ministry,  
Bereavement Receptions, Caring Casseroles, Meals in Crisis, Visitation of 
Homebound Members, and Rides to church functions.  
 

Starting in early June, the Deacons will be manning a table in the narthex  
before and after church to answer questions about these ministries and help 
those who feel called to discern the right ministry for them.  The Deacons’ 
ministries are rewarding and provide meaning in the lives of our members.  
Please continue to pray for these ministries and consider being Christ’s hands 
and feet to your fellow brothers and sisters at GPC through them! 
 

The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church in the Book of Order describes 
a Deacon as follows: 

The Deacons’ ministry of Grace Presbyterian takes on many behind-the-
scenes programs for our congregation and community. Below are some of the 
programs under the Deacon umbrella. 
 Friends as Family Meals – organize, set-up and clean-up (Easter Brunch, 

Thanksgiving Lunch, Christmas Lunch) 
 Communion Preparation – procuring bread and grape juice, cutting 

bread, putting on plates/trays, filling communion chalices/cups, setting up 
communion table, clean-up. 

 Prime Time Ministry –provide a worship service at area nursing homes 
twice a month.  The service includes hymn singing, Scripture lessons, a 
meditation, and communion for the residents. 

 Bereavement Receptions - preparing finger food in advance, set-up,  
preparing a room for the family, serving, clean-up 

 Caring Casseroles - preparing casseroles for anyone in need of a meal 
 Meals in Crisis - providing meals during a member emergency 
 Visitation of Homebound Members – keeping homebound members 

connected to the GPC community 
 Rides to church functions – providing rides to members who no longer 

drive and would like to attend GPC functions  
 
The Deacon ministries are rewarding and provide meaning in the lives of our 
members. The Deacon’s of GPC would love for you to prayerfully consider if 
you are being called to help in one/some/or all of these ministries.  In the  
following weeks, everyone will have the opportunity to sign-up to be in these 
serving ministries; be on the look-out for the sign-up sheets.  If you have any 
questions about the following ministries, please feel free to contact any  
Deacon to learn about more ways to be Christ’s hands and feet to your fellow 
brothers and sisters at GPC! 



Grace Presbyterian Church  
2401 S. 57th Street 
Temple, TX  76504 
 

 

 

 
 
   

     Church office hours are: Monday through Thursdays, 8 am—4 pm 
 

 Mission to the Gulf • Jun 2-9  
 Backpack Buddies is underway right now through end of June 

 Meals on Wheels drivers are needed! Call 254.773.2134 to sign up. 

 Family Promise Informational Dinner • Jun 9 at 5:30 pm 

 Parent’s Night Out • Fri, Jun 14 from 6-9 pm • Deadline is Jun 13  

 5th Sunday Fellowship • Jun 30 • Following ONE 10 am Worship Service 
 GPC Handicap Parking guidelines 

 Get involved in helping in multiple areas with Deacon’s Ministry 

 July Grace Notes deadline is June 20 
 

 

Grace Presbyterian Church 
2401 S. 57th Street 
Temple, TX  76504 
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Sunday Service Times 

9:00 AM & 11 AM 
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